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The New School of Organ Studies, formed in 1990, aims to promote the study of the organ and to advance the education and training of students of the organ.  It encourages a high level of musicianship by arranging recitals, master classes and student concerts.  The School has branches in Hemel Hempstead, St.Albans, Luton and Bedford, with each branch aiming to support a number of students.  Pupils are of all ages and experience, and beginners are especially welcome.  Many students play for church services, whilst others prepare programmes for concerts and festivals.  Some play solely for the enjoyment of making music on the ‘King of Instruments’.  The NSOS subsidises the cost of lessons where necessary.  To do this, the School raises funds through an energetic programme of celebrity recitals, lunchtime recitals in Luton, St.Albans and Hemel Hempstead, student concerts and other activities.  For further information regarding tuition, please contact the Trustees on 01582 575823.  For local information, please contact the Branch Secretary on 01582 715681, or visit our website (see above).

Organ – by Thomas Elliot  1818  (2 manuals, 15 stops)

        For details, see National Pipe Organ Register www.npor.org.uk
Virginals – by John Feldberg after Ruckers (1645)
The NSOS would like to thank Ashridge for allowing us to hold this recital in the chapel.
This recital was advertised on www.organrecitals.com promoting recitals nationally.
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PROGRAMME
Sat 4th June 3pm

Admission Free
Retiring Collection in Aid of the School

If you are a UK Taxpayer, please use the Gift Aid Envelopes provided

Refreshments will be available after the recital
The Gardens are Open

PROGRAMME
J. S. Bach (1685-1750):

Pièce d’orgue (BWV 572)

Henry Purcell (1659-95):

Music for a while






Sweeter than roses

Anon:




Miserere, my maker

J. S. Bach:



Three preludes and fugues from the 

Well-tempered Clavier:

D major (Vol. 1, BWV 850)







G major (Vol. 2, BWV 884)







E major (Vol. 2, BWV 878)

G. F. Handel (1685-1759):

Va tacito (Julius Caesar)






Ombra, mai fu (Serse)






Where ‘ere you walk (Semele)

Interval

William Byrd (1543-1623):

Prelude

Thomas Campion (1567-1620):
Never weather-beaten sail

Thomas Ford (d. 1648):

Since first I saw your face

Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656):
A sad pavan for these distracted times

Philip Rosseter (1567-1623):

Shall I come if I swim?

John Dowland (1563-1626):

Time stands still

J. S. Bach:



Pastorale in F (BWV 590)

G.F.Handel:



Dove sei (Rodelinda)






Virgam virtutis (Dixit Dominus)

David Ponsford is a scholar, professional organist, harpsichordist, conductor, and an authority on keyboard music of the 17th and 18th centuries. An organ scholar at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, he studied organ with Peter Hurford, Lionel Rogg and Piet Kee, and harpsichord with Kenneth Gilbert and Gustav Leonhardt. He is now Associate Lecturer at Cardiff University, where he conducts the University Choir and the University Chamber Orchestra. He also teaches organ and harpsichord at Bristol University, and gives series of lectures at Madingley Hall, Cambridge. Recent recordings include Bach’s complete violin sonatas with Jacqueline Ross, ‘Parthenia’ (1612), J. S. Bach’s Clavierübung Part 3, and the complete Handel recorder sonatas with Alan Davis. For the last five years he has been Publications Officer for the British Institute of Organ Studies, and together with Anne Page he founded the Cambridge Academy of Organ Studies. Besides recent concerts in Cardiff’s St David’s Hall, Llandaff, Brecon and St David’s Cathedrals, he has in the last year given concerts in Bydgoszcz and Krakow (Poland), and in New York. His edition of Biber’s Mystery Sonatas was published by Ut Orpheus (Bologna) in 2007, and his book ‘French Organ Music in the Reign of Louis XIV’ is to be published by Cambridge University Press this very month.
Simon Ponsford (countertenor) is currently a lay clerk in the choir of St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, alongside which he regularly appears as a recitalist, soloist and sings with professional choirs such as the Monteverdi Choir, Polyphony, Ex Cathedra and Tenebrae. He began his musical training as a chorister in Gloucester Cathedral Choir, before returning to Gloucester as a choral scholar in his gap year. In 2008 Simon graduated from King’s College, Cambridge, with a BA in English Literature following two years as a member of King's College Choir, with whom he toured and broadcast throughout the world. Recent solo engagements include Bach’s St Matthew Passion (Choir of St Peter’s College, Oxford), Vivaldi’s Gloria (Thomas’ Choral Society, Battersea) and Handel’s Dixit Dominus (Oxford Bach Choir), and he has recently given recitals of early music in Cambridge, Powys and Windsor to critical acclaim. Simon has recently made his operatic debut as David in the stage-premiere of Samuel Hogarth’s chamber opera David and Goliath. He currently studies with Nicholas Powell and Robin Blaze, and is looking forward to commencing his studies for an MA in Vocal Studies at the Royal Academy of Music from September. 
